xCanmea ‘Galaxy’ versus ‘Smokey’ by D Butcher Feb 2009

The naming rules for cultivars indicates that offsets or asexual reproduction (such as tissue culture) retain the name of the parent plant unless sporting has occurred. In this case ‘Smokey’ was the first to be produced but not registered until the same time as ‘Galaxy’in 1998! Neither registration being actively done by the persons concerned! 

Is there any difference between ‘Smokey’ and Galaxy’? Evidence from Herb Plever writing in 1990 suggests that Bulliss did not select for a different Sport but gave his plants a different name to others in the market-place. This practice is legal unless you have plant patents involved. Whether it is ethical is another thing.

So, as far as I am concerned all should be called ‘Smokey’ because it has date precedence as indicated in the Cultivar register. It is interesting that plants in current circulation are much more likely to be called ‘Galaxy’ than ‘Smokey’.

The name ‘Smokey’ or ‘Galaxy’ only applies to the non variegated form whereas variegation is a legitimate sporting and should have cultivar name of its own. Alas this will never happen showing the disdain with which the larger nurseries treat cultivar registration.

From Bromeliad Cultivar Register 1998

xCanmea ‘Galaxy’ Bullis, H.
<1979 cv. of xCanmea 'Smokey' selected by Bullis from tissue culture - (See 'Smokey') - Midway between parents in matte bluish​green with brown mottling, purple leaf tips and coral orange to red compound inflorescence w/white flowers - 12-14 leaves to 4" wide forming tubular flared rosette to 12"-14" tall - 6" stolons - variegated and marginated forms exist - maroon pencil thin lines on scurfed grey-green silvery foliage - this selection has a bit more of the fosterianum parent apparent in its coloration and markings.

Baensch 98,99ill, JBS 40:54; 42:65,67ill, CargoRpt#3-1; #6-5, MB1998

By Herb Plever in J Brom Soc 40(2): 54. 1990

x Canmea Galaxy is a nice cross by Harvey Bullis. It is a midway com​promise in size and shape between its parents. Its inflorescence favors the shape of C. fosterianum, but it is compound instead of simple. Its bright red bracts stay in color for 5-6 months. However, its characters may not have been cleaned up, or perhaps it reacts strongly to changes in light levels, as the plant is still highly variable. When I first saw a specimen a number of years ago its leaves were almost black with a little green showing. But when I bought a near mature specimen while visiting the Bullis Nursery, all of the Galaxies there had divergent green leaves with barely visible brown markings. (Bullis's lath house may have been over-shaded.) The plant now growing in my south window with presumably less light than in Florida is an offspring of the one I bought. Yet, the plant is more tubular-compact and the top half of each leaf is dark brown from irregular barring in brown blotches and only the bottom quarter is gray-green without markings.

From Tom Lineham in J Brom Soc 42(2): 67. 1992

Figure 10

xCanmea 'Galaxy' (C. fosteri​anum x A. chantinii), a cultivar produced by H. R. Bullis, Jr., emphasizes the best characters of the parents.
From Bromelad Cultivar register 1998

xCanmea ‘Smokey’ DeLeon <1963 cv. of Canistrum fosterianum X Aechmea chantinii - (See xCanmea 'Galaxy') - Upright tubular stoloniferous plant to 12" - 14" tall w/10-12 leaves in clear heavily scurfed silvery-grey - no prominent markings - upright inflorescence w/large reddish primary bracts and tight clusters of white flowers.

JBS 23:186; 33:72, Grande 1:2CFill, TF1980

By J Stephens on a Visit with Nat Deleon in J Brom Soc 23(5): 186. 1973

And finally: Aechmea recurvata X A. calyculata, a European hybrid; Neoregelia X `Catherine Wilson,' with warm red tones attract​ively mottled; Canistrum fosterianum x Aechmea chantinii, with a showy red inflorescence; Aechmea f endlerii, with blue flowers and pink bracts - a rare combination; Neoregelia concentrica, maroon ​striped; and in a bed reserved for royalty, Vriesea gigantea, V. f enestralis, and V. gigantea var. nova, a clone of distinct merit.

By Edgar Smith in J Brom Soc 33(2): 72. 1983

x Canmea (Canistrum x Aechmea) 

*Jaspe: Ed Hummel

*Majo (Canistrum fosterianum x Aechmea fosteriana) 

*Smokey (Canistrum fosterianum x Aechmea chantinii)

An asterisk (*) preceeding the name of a plant indicates it is listed in a bromeliad catalog which was available to me.

No mention made of either hybrid in International Checklist of Bromeliad hybrids by the BSI 1979

Mention made in Smith’s Manuscript of Bromeliad hybrids and Cultivars 1984 of Canmea ‘Smokey’ taken from Nurserymen’s catalogues

